
STARLIGHTS 

Thank you to everyone for making this such a fantastic school year at SOAR!!  SOAR’s official last day is May 31st and AVC’s is June 1st.   

Principal’s Take  
As we close out this 2017-18 school year, I am grateful for all of the experiences and 
moments we’ve shared as a school community.  Congratulations, again, to the Class 
of 2018...we can’t wait to hear how your lives unfold.  Please keep in touch and come 
back to visit when possible.  Congratulations to Mrs. Thibault for being recognized at 
the AVUHSD’s awards ceremony with a Distinguished Service Award!  Of course, 
congratulations to Mrs. Speaks on retirement!  We are appreciative for every year 
you’ve dedicated to the community of the Antelope Valley...you’ve impacted so many 
lives...thank YOU! And lastly, thank you to each one of you for making my first year as 
principal so memorable and meaningful...we’ve accomplished so much together!   
 
Wishing you all a wonderful summer!   
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 May 25, 2018 

SOAR Vision—SOAR 

Stars are life-long learners 
and self-advocates who 
solve the most pressing  
challenges through an  un- 
wavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, and 
collaboration, becoming en-
gaged and productive leaders 
in their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Graduation will be Friday, May 25th at 6pm at Eastside High School...can’t wait to celebrate our Class of 2018! 

Principal’s Take  
 
Lots going on these last couple of weeks...as you’ll see from the photos below!   
 
Wishing you all a wonderful day!   
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 May 18, 2018 

Carra Moore is proudly part of SOAR's 

Class of 2016 and will graduate from 
CSU East Bay in 2020, majoring in 
Economics and minoring in Sociology. 

She is enjoying her time in college and 
has been able to travel frequently. In 
fact, Carra participated in Pacurh where 

schools travel to compete with other 
schools in terms of school spirit and 
other fun activities. Carra has also gone 

to visit loved ones in both New York 
and Chicago. As for her future, Carra 
hopes to work as a research analyst 

and live on the east coast. Go STARS! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

A BIG thank you to everyone for celebrating our seniors on Friday evening...over $2,000,000 to help support our students for their futures! 

Principal’s Take  
This past week included some exciting events and activities...both in– and outside the 
classroom!  Below, you’ll find some of our highlights:  
 ICC Board Presentation  
 Hands-on Physics  
 AVID Tutorials  
 Law Day Luncheon (Two SOAR students made it to this final speech competi-

tion...Noah took home first place.  He did an excellent job...congratulations, Noah!) 
 Senior Awards Night (Thank you to Mrs. Speaks, Mrs. Chainey, and everyone 

else who helped to make this evening memorable for all!)  
 GradNite (Hoping this was a fun event for all...our seniors spent the whole day at 

Disneyland.  Thank you to Dr. Rubin and all of our other chaperones...I know it’s a 
very long day, but fun and very memorable for our senior class!)  

Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the weekend!                                                                          
                                                     ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 May 4, 2018 

Alexis Hithe is part of SOAR's Class of 
2012, where she also received her AA 
in Arts and Humanities from AVC. 
Alexis attended the University of 
California San Diego and received her 
degree in June of 2017 in Visual Arts. 
Since then, Alexis has been invited to 
screen at the Black Star Film Festival 
in Philadelphia. Currently, she works 
in the Student Affairs Department at 
San Diego City College. As for future 
plans, Alexis wants to continue her 
career as an artist while intending to 
inspire true freedom and happiness 
for others. Go STARS! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

What a great WASC accreditation visit! Thank you to everyone for all of your support!  

Principal’s Take  
Needless to say, it’s the end of the school year and definitely our busiest season 
around here.  Below you’ll find some photo highlights from last week:  
 - SOAR’s WASC accreditation visit (this went really well...again, thank you to  
       absolutely everyone for all of the support…the team was very impressed with our   
       students and the amount of community support we have for the program) 
 - Vintage Hollywood Prom (great job Junior Class and Mrs. Thibault for putting on   
       SOAR’s first prom out of the area...it was a very memorable event)      
Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the week!                                                                          
                                                       ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 April 27, 2018 

Tori Collins is part of SOAR's Class of 
2014. While at SOAR, Tori was able to 
obtain her AA in Arts and Humanities. 
Tori graduated in 2017 from the 
University of Virginia where she 
received her Bachelor's of Science in 
Education.  Tori is currently working at 
ILEAD AV Charter School in the 
Special Education Department. This 
summer, Tori will move to Washington 
D.C. to attend George Washington 
University's master program for Speech 
Language Pathology with an emphasis 
on neurogenics, aphasia, and apraxia. 
Tori hopes to become certified  Speech 
Pathologist and work in hospitals. What 
a Star...we’re very proud!   

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Our WASC Committee will be here for our visit from April 22nd—April 25th! Let’s show them how we SOAR!! 

Principal’s Take  
Our Stars were shining all over the community this past week: 
 

  At the 4.0 Student Recognition event at the AV Fairgrounds 
  Helping out at our incoming student registration 
  The Sports’ Club’s basketball tournament  
  Acknowledging our school volunteer, Mrs. Shumard  
  At the talent show...what a fun event!   
  At the AVUHSD’s STEM Expo at Eastside High School  

 
Our WASC team arrives on Sunday, April 22nd...please welcome them to our school! 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the weekend!         
                                                                             
                                                         ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                          

 

  

 

 April 20, 2018 

Janette Malanowski is part of 
SOAR's Class of 2011. She also 
completed an AA in Administration 
of Justice at AVC that same year.  
In 2014, Janette graduated from 
UC Davis with BA in English. In 
2016, she started pursuing her 
Juris Doctorate Degree at 
McGeorge School of Law. As for 
her future, Janette hopes to 
become a lawyer and practice in 
the family law field. Go STARS! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Our WASC Committee will be here for our visit from April 22nd—April 25th!  

Principal’s Take  
Time is flying here at SOAR!  This was our first week back after spring break.  It was 
also the kickoff of state testing...we had a great start!  Below you’ll find photos of 
some of our students who participated in an AVC college trip over spring break, as 
well as Mrs. Speaks birthday celebration...we sure surprised her!  You’ll also see 
Mrs. Chainey leading our senior parent workshop and all of our Chasing Your 
Dreams scholarship winners...congratulations, ladies!   
 
Our Coordinator of Student Services will be out and about on Wednesday here at 
SOAR asking questions about our SOAR Behavioral Expectations.  Remember, 
these are the expectations of how we act in various settings on campus.  Please  
refer to the student handbook, which in online or in the front of the student planner, 
for more information.   
 
Also, our WASC committee will be here on Sunday to begin their visit with us.  I am 
really looking forward to working with the team...I hope you are all as well!   
  
Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the weekend!                                                                                     
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 

 April 13, 2018 

Deztiny Dennis is a 2017 SOAR 
graduate who also graduated with an 

AA from AVC in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences.  She currently attends 
Dartmouth College, an Ivy League 

institution, in New Hampshire where 
she is pursing Cognitive Science and is 
on the pre-med track.  Deztiny 

participates in her school’s dance and 
step teams, gospel choir, National 
Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), 

and Women in Science Program 
(WISP).  She has got hopes of being a 
physician in the fields of cardiology or 

neurology.  We’re so proud of her!       

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Enjoy Spring Break (April 2nd—6th, 2018)!           

Principal’s Take  
We had so many alumni back on campus this past week...it was great!  
As we wrapped up prior to our break, SOAR Stars heard from guest 
speakers on a variety of topics and alumni about their college experi-
ences.  Many students also participated in the SOAR mentor/mentee 
cupcake decorating activity.  Additionally, our Model U.N. Club visited 
the Museum of Tolerance (see these photos and more below).  Thank 
you to Mr. Small and Ms. Schaeffer for chaperoning Friday’s trip!  
 
I hope that you make time to rest and rejuvenate over the next week.  
We’ve got a lot going on during the last couple of months of school 
and we’ll need everyone at their peak performance levels.  Wishing 
you all a wonderful Spring Break!                                                           
                                           ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 March 30, 2018  

Amanda Ovarlet is a 2013 SOAR 

graduate who received her AA in Liberal 

Arts & Studies from AVC that same year. 

She soared onto San Diego State 

University where she completed her 

prerequisites for the nursing program 

while also pursuing a minor in Psychology. 

She attends Fresno State University and 

will be graduating in May of 2018 with a 

nursing degree. Amanda will continue her 

employment, but in a full-time capacity, at 

the Neonatal ICU at Valley Children's 

Hospital. Amanda would like to continue 

pursuing her education and obtain a 

Master's Degree in Nursing to become a 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner. Go Stars!  

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

SOAR’s Spring Break (4/2-6) * State Testing During the Month of April * SOAR’s WASC Accreditation Visit (4/22– 25)       

Principal’s Take  
Congratulations to so many this week...Mrs. Andrews, our Staff Member of the 
Month, and all of our STEM Expo winners (see below)!!  Mrs. Thibault, Mrs. Norman, 
and Mrs. Perez did an outstanding job at coordinating this event!  Also, a big thank 
you to our Sheriff’s Deputies Murgatroyd and Pulley for attending Coffee with the 
Stars...let’s keep our safety conversation going!  We appreciate all of the other 
stakeholders who also came 
out to the event.  Great     
ideas!      
 
We have one more full week    
of school before spring 
break.  We need everyone to 
hang in there...the break will   
be here soon! 
 
Wishing you all a            
wonderful rest of the  
weekend!                                                               
                                                         
~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, 
SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                                 

 March 23, 2018  

Alyssa Marsh is proudly part of SOAR's 

Class of 2014. She soared into Brigham 
Young University, but not before 
completing a two year service mission 

for her church in Boise, Idaho. Currently 
a junior, Alyssa is majoring in 

Mechanical Engineering.  She has been 
involved at Second Sight Medical 
Products and in two research projects 

in the field of Biomedical 
Microelectronic Systems and Family/
Religious Studies. Alyssa plans to 

attend graduate school for Mechanical 
Engineering so that she may continue 
to impact the medical device industry. 

Go STARS!  

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   

Congratulations 

to all of our 

SOAR Stars who 

will be moving 

onto the  next 

round of the 

STEM Expo        

competition at 

the district level!  



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

SOAR’s Coffee with the Stars (3/22—7am in S-3)  *  SOAR’s STEM Expo (3/23—5pm in AVC Café)  *  SOAR’s Spring Break (4/2-4/6)           

Principal’s Take  
This past week at SOAR was spent on wrapping up the third quarter of our school 
year.  Can you believe it?  Only one quarter to go!  When I went out and spoke with 
AVID classes this week, I reiterated the reality that come Monday, it’s truly the begin-
ning of the end for our school year.  I have to say, it’s bitter sweet, especially when I 
think of our seniors who have been with us over the past four school years.  It’s been 
such a great year and one, as my first year as principal, I will never forget.   
 
During my time in classes, I reminded all students that our WASC visiting committee 
would be here the week of April 22nd.  Again, the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC) determines a school’s accreditation status.   
 
While students were off from school on Friday, SOAR staff members spent the day 
preparing for the upcoming WASC visit and working on our AVID certification       
elements.  Below you’ll also find some photo highlights from the past week.     
 
Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the weekend!                                                               
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 

  

 March 16, 2018  

Alicia Hithe is part of SOAR's Class 
of 2015. She soared right into 
Azuza Pacific University where she 
has found her passion for social 
justice and working with children. 
Alicia is majoring in Sociology and 
will be receiving her bachelor's 
degree in the Fall of 2018. As for 
her future plans, Alicia plans to get 
her degree in Child Development 

and work in an elementary school 
as a teacher or guidance counselor. 
So exciting...go STARS!   

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Don’t forget, SOAR has Spring Break with AVC (No SOAR or AVC classes April 2nd—6th)! 

Principal’s Take  
What a week!  On Wednesday, SOAR Juniors had the opportunity to take the SAT in 
their comfortable school setting at no cost to families.  I want to give a BIG SHOUT 
OUT to Mrs. Speaks for leading our efforts in this SAT administration.  We are also 
grateful for our 11th grade teachers who were our SAT proctors. Thank you Mrs. 
Franklin, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Small, and Mrs. Thibault!  
 
Freshmen, Sophomores, and Seniors had a variety of activities to attend during test-
ing administration.  These included workshops, academic support, STEM Fair collab-
orative space, wellness walks, and the AVC Counseling Fair (see photos below).   
 
Below you’ll find other highlights: Anatomy & Physiology classes finished their 
aprons,  Geometry in action, and Shea Husband led Chemistry tutorials in S-3.           
 
Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the weekend!                                                                                     
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                          

 

  

 

 March 9, 2018  

Mario Vasquez Zuniga is part of 
SOAR’s Class of 2013.  In 2016, he 
graduated from San Francisco State 

University with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Communication Studies and a minor in 
Race and Resistance Studies.  Mario 

continues to be an advocate for LGBTQ 
youth, immigrant communities, and 
ethnic studies education.  He has 

worked in a variety of settings including 
San Francisco’s NPR and PBS 
stations, the CA Insurance 

Commissioner’s Office, and the CA 
State Legislature.  SOAR on, Mario!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Juniors will take the SAT on Wednesday March 7th...this is also a Student Activity Day.   

Principal’s Take  
We had so many good things going on in the classrooms, on campus, and in the 
community this week:  

  InvenTeam’s Mid-Grant Technical Review (Great progress, team!!) 
 UCLA Presentations (SOAR Alumna, Tiana Reneau, was our presenter)  
 Viviane Lee Reed won a Triple Impact Competition Award + $3,000  
 Multicultural Club hosted a lunchtime dance off in celebration of the last day of       
  Black History Month   
 Classroom presentations, activities, and fun!    
 SOAR Ambassador time and event, Coloring and Chilling with your Mentor 
 Mathletes Competition (Congratulations to Adam DeShield who took home the   
  3rd place individual trophy and Antonio Torres and George Balaz who won  
  2nd place in the team division)  
 SOAR was acknowledged as an AVID Schoolwide Site of Distinction  
  (Congratulations to our AVID Coordinator, Ms. Nelsen, and our entire AVID     
  Site Team for all of their hard work) 
 2018 Navigating Change Award (Dr. David Vierra, our district superintendent,  
  was acknowledged for this honor at the 2018 Business Outlook Conference) 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!                                                                                     
                                                             ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                           

 March 2, 2018  

Ashlee Davis is part of SOAR's 2013 
Class. While at SOAR, Ashlee received 
an AA in Math and Sciences. She 
attended the University of California, 
Irvine where she became part of the 
crew team, worked in a chemistry 
research lab, and was an author for two 
highly ranked publications: JACS and 
Angewandte Chemie. Ashlee graduated 
with a Bachelor's Degree in Chemistry 
and began working as a research 
associate in the biotechnology industry. 
Ashlee is in the midst of working 
towards her Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry 
at UM Ann Arbor with hopes to return to 
CA and be a professor.  SOAR on!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Juniors will take the SAT on Wednesday March 7th...this is also a Student Activity Day.   

Principal’s Take  
This past week was packed full of activities as you’ll see below: 
 - Hands-on science (Congratulations to our Science Olympiad Team...they        
       placed in several categories last weekend.  A big thank you to Mrs. Blanski for  
       all of her leadership with this team.   
 - Key Club elections...I was so excited to hear of such great participation!   
   There’s also a picture of some Key Club members who spent part of their  
    weekend helping to maintain the Joe Davies Air Park. 
 - Mock Trial Team’s second competitive courtroom event was held on Thursday  
       (they have two more events over the next two weeks).  I went to support  
       the team and was very impressed by their performance.  We are so thankful to  
       still have Mrs. Norton as our advisor.  
 - Parent/Student engagement activity— we had several students and parents  
   come work with our staff on Friday so that we could gain some valuable feed- 
       back.  Thank YOU to every person who came to support us with this activity.   
 - Our Black Knowledge Bowl team won 2nd place at Saturday’s competition.  All  
    of these team members walked away with a little more money in their pockets.   
       Congratulations...and thank you, Mr. Small, for all of your support with the team!       
Wishing you all a wonderful rest of the weekend!                                                                                     
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                           

 

 February 23, 2018  

Leo Liwag is a 2011 SOAR 
graduate who later graduated from 
the LA Film School for production, 
as well as entertainment business 
and management.  He gained 
tremendous experience working in 
the Hollywood film industry prior to 
moving to Tokyo, Japan.  While 
living in Tokyo over the past couple 
of years, Leo successfully launched 
a business, has continued his 

hobby as a DJ, and is making his 
directorial debut in the film 
Connections this year.  SOAR on 
AND congratulations, Leo!      

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Reminder—there are no SOAR or AVC classes tomorrow (2/16) or Monday (2/19) in observance of Presidents’ Day.   

Principal’s Take  
As you’ll see from the photos below, there was love in the air...and lots of celebra-
tions on campus this short week!  Every year, ASB hangs hearts around campus for 
each student.  Thank you for continuing this tradition, ASB!  We always feel so spe-
cial.  Congratulations to our Staff Member of the Month, Mrs. Linda Parry, who puts 
in countless hours with our robotics program.  She is also the Math Department 
Chair and just an overall asset to have on campus.  Congratulations also to all of our 
“You’re a Star!” recipients who were invited to the office on Valentine’s Day for a 
sweet treat.  And, another BIG congratulations to Noah Sveiven who won first place 
at the Lions Club Speech Contest and will be advancing to the next round.   
 
Last weekend, Mrs. Speaks took a group of students to the Black College Expo at 
the LA Convention Center (see photo below).  She said it was the best expo yet!  I’ve 
also added a couple of classroom photos — great activities going on! 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful four-day weekend!                                                                                     
                                                        ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                          

 

  

 February 15, 2018  

Kaylie Cetera is a 2015 SOAR 

graduate who is currently attending 

UC Santa Cruz as an Art Game 

Design and Playable Media Major 

(FUN!).  She is a committed guild 

member to all of her friends in World 

of Warcraft and frequently plays 

other video games.  Kaylie plans to 

graduate in 2019 and begin working 

for a videogame design company 

like Riot or Blizzard.  Keep SOARing!      

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Don’t forget that SOAR and AVC are in session this Monday (2/12)!  Next Friday (2/16) and the following Monday (2/19) are holidays. 

Principal’s Take  
Applications...applications...and more applications!  Yesterday was the deadline for 
incoming students who are interested in becoming the SOAR Class of 2022.  WOW, 
the Class of 2022!!  Weeks like this reaffirm for me just what an incredible team we 
have...we couldn’t do it without the wonderful ladies in the office, our counseling   
department, and our invested teachers who review all the applications.   
 
It was also a great first week of classes at AVC!  In true SOAR fashion, we had a lot 
of activities going on in classes and on campus:  
 
 Innovation Challenges in Anatomy/Physiology 
 Socratic Seminars in Forensic Biology  
 Hands on Physics  
 The Thirst Project presentation sponsored by Key Club  
 Class of 2021’s dance—Around the World (GREAT JOB Class of 2021!)  
 Bench Dedication in Honor of one of our fallen Stars, Kinley Inich  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!                                                                                     
                                                 ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 

 February 9, 2018  

Alex Ramos is a 2014 SOAR 

graduate who received his AA that 

same year from AVC.  Alex is 

currently attending UC Merced 

where he is studying Human Biology 

and Psychology.  He keeps active as 

a leader in his community working 

with a variety of organization.  Alex 

plans to become an officer in the US 

Navy upon graduation with hopes of 

pursuing a career in medicine.  Keep 

SOARing, Alex!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Spring semester for AVC begins on Monday….are you ready? Do you have your books?  See the bulletin on Monday for more info! 

Principal’s Take  
What a week!  If you weren’t aware, I spent the beginning of the week at Santa  Monica 
High School...or as they say “Samohi” as part of a WASC visiting committee.  It was a 
great experience and extremely worthwhile in preparing for our WASC visit in April.  I’ve 
included a photo of my fantastic team and the principal of Samohi, Dr. Shelton, below. 
 
On Thursday, I was notified by our Get Schooled Ambassadors that our school won the 
“Get Schooled Race to Submit Challenge” spearheaded by Mrs. Chainey.  SOAR won 
$2,000 for its student body!!  Thank you to all our students and teachers who are working 
hard to keep SOAR in the #1 position.  Our week wrapped up with a fun and informative 
trip to UC Riverside.  Thank you Mrs. Chainey and Mrs. Perez for taking our students to 
visit the campus.  I love to see our students take advantage of the trips we have to     
offer...it’s a great way to explore university options and get college questions answered.     
 
Speaking of college, BIG day on Monday with AVC spring semester beginning.  Please 
read the bulletin for college textbook information.  Intersession books can still be turned 
in without fines on Wednesday.  Again, please see the weekly bulletin for more details.    
 
Wishing you a wonderful and very restful weekend!                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                           

 

 February 2, 2018  

Nathalie Quintero is a 2015 SOAR 
graduate who received both an AA in 
Arts & Humanities and her IGETC 
Certification. Nathalie soared right 
into UCLA, pursuing Sociology and 
Education. In addition to her 
coursework, Nathalie will receive her 
certification for Conflict Mediation 
from the Institute for Nonviolence in 
LA. She will graduate from UCLA in 
June 2018 with the goal of 
completing graduate school and 
becoming a teacher.  We’re so 
proud...SOAR on, Nathalie! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Thank you to everyone who came out to celebrate all of our students’ academic achievement at last night’s event! 

Principal’s Take  
What a wonderful week!  I loved getting to celebrate all of our students’ achievement 
at last night’s award ceremony.  It was a packed house...the largest attendance for 
an awards night in SOAR history.  A BIG THANK YOU to all the staff, faculty, and 
liaisons for making this event so special for our students.   
 
Congratulations, again, to all the award recipients!  And a special “congratulations” to       
sophomore, Ryan Arias (see below), for receiving an Award of Excellence from the    
National  Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists.  We are so proud of you, 
Ryan!  
 
SOAR is such a special place and I am honored to be a part of this unique small 
learning community.  I can only imagine how our students will impact the world!       
 
Wishing you all a great weekend! 
                                                    ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                          

 January 26, 2018  

Kaylene Zamudio is a 2016 SOAR 
graduate, who received two 
Associate’s Degrees; one in Arts and 
Humanities and one in Math and 
Sciences. She is proudly part of 
University of California Berkeley’s 
Class of 2020 where she is a Pre-
Med student majoring in Public 
Health. As an aspiring pediatrician, 
Kaylene spends time working at her 
local clinic. She is also a Resident 
Assistant to the freshman class at 
Berkeley, providing them with the 
resources and support to thrive at 
Cal. SOAR on, Kaylene! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Please mark you calendars for the SOAR Academic Achievement Awards—Thursday, January 25th at 6pm in the AVC PAT!   

Principal’s Take  
If I had to sum up this week in one word, it would have to be “outreach”.  SOAR students 
led campus tours for AVC’s Funding Your Pathway guests and Amargosa Creek Middle 
School students throughout the week.  We are extremely grateful to all of our students who 
continually step up to promote a positive image of SOAR and support our community!  I want 
to make sure that we thank our head counselor, Mrs. Speaks, and our AVID Coordinator, 
Ms. Nelsen, for taking the lead with these tours...they were a success!   
 
Additionally, we kicked off our annual informational nights at local high schools this past 
Tuesday.  We’re looking for Stars that will make up our Class of 2022.  If you know anyone 
who is interested in applying, please send them to our website (soarhighschool.org).  The 
deadline for the application is February 8th at 2pm.  
 
You’ll see some of the other fun projects and activities students have been a part of this 
week in the photos below.  We have lots going on, as usual, around here.   
 
Wishing you a wonderful weekend...see you soon!     
                                                               ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 January 19, 2018  

Christian Dillion is part of SOAR’s 
Class of 2015. He received his AA in 
Arts and Humanities as well as both 
the IGETC and CSU Certification while 
at SOAR. Christian soared right into 
the University of California Riverside, 
declaring a major in Mechanical 
Engineering. He will receive his 
Bachelor of Science degree in 2019 
and is hoping to return to the Antelope 
Valley to work for Northrup Grumman 
where he made numerous connections 
through the HIP Internship. As for now, 
Christian’s priorities are his fitness, 
education, and family. Go STARS!  

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

No school on Monday, January 15th in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day!   

Principal’s Take  
This was a great week back to school after the winter break!  There was a lot of great energy, good 
teaching, and lots of learning going on.  It was obvious students were happy to be united once 
again...lots of smiles and laughter around campus.     
 
Some SOAR celebrations that took place included the following:   

 SOAR Staff Members of the Month (December/January) - Mrs. Stephanie Franklin and 
Ms. Jaylene Schaeffer       

 Get Schooled Teacher Shout Out Winner ($100 gift card) - Mrs. Stephanie Franklin, 
nominated by senior Katie Zimmer — organized by Mrs. Tracey Chainey  

 Birthday Surprise for Mrs. Shumard...our wonderful SOAR volunteer    
 
We’re gearing up for a big second semester with our awards night, application season beginning for 
incoming applicants, robotics competitions, Science Olympiad,  Black Knowledge Bowl, InvenTeam’s 
Community Awareness Day, SATs, and SOAR’s Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC) Accreditation Visit.  More details to follow on all of these events/engagements as they ap-
proach.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful three-day weekend! 

                                                               ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 January 12, 2018  

Alexandra Fryer is a 2015 SOAR 
graduate.  She received her AVC 
Associate Degree in Liberal Arts and 
Humanities that same year.  After 
SOAR, Alexandra attended and then 
graduated from Biola University where 
she majored in Psychology and 
minored in Biblical Studies.  She is 
currently in the process of applying to 
graduate schools so that she’ll be able 
to pursue her dream of becoming a 
psychologist and provide therapy for 
adolescents.  SOAR on, Alexandra!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Please look for more information to come on AVC registration close, intersession, and PSAT!   

Principal’s Take  
 
As we end this first semester of the 2017-18, I feel extremely grateful to all the students, staff, families, 
and other community partners.  This has been an incredible semester...one filled with work, growth, 
achievement, challenges, fun, and lots of great energy, LOTS!   
 
Our students wrapped up this week with fantastic events during spirit week.  These activities allowed 
students time to bond and decompress a bit (which after a tough semester of high school and college 
classes was needed). I’ve included photos below of the ASB President’s State of the School address, 
the teacher challenge, class meetings/games, dress up days, and Winter Ball. 
 
Again, thank you to all of you for giving me the opportunity to serve such a wonderful community and 
work collaboratively with others to fulfill SOAR’s vision.  It’s evident we are inspiring life-long learners 
and self-advocates who work hard to solve challenges through the pursuit of knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration.  And it’s without doubt that our students are becoming engaged and productive lead-
ers in their community. True Stars!   
 
Wishing you all a wonderful and restful holiday season...we’ve got a lot to accomplish in 2018!  
 

                                                               ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 December 15, 2017  

Daniella Asapokhai just graduated 
from SOAR in Spring of 2017; she 
received her AA from AVC at the same 
time.  Currently, she attends 
Northwestern University in Illinois on 
the POSSE Full Tuition Scholarship.  
Daniella is majoring in Computer 
Science and is participating in a variety 
of activities on campus...she’s still 
tapping and will perform this upcoming 
January with Tonik Tap.  We’re so 
proud of our future computer engineer!  

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

SOAR Finals (12/11-14/2017) — Student Activity Day (12/15/2017 — 8-11:05am/Lunch 11:05-11:45am—no afternoon classes)   

Principal’s Take  
Tomorrow marks the end of AVC’s fall semester for the 2017-18 school year!  That means one more 
week and our first semester will officially come to a close.  Our students, teachers, and staff are work-
ing hard to ensure we finish this semester off strong.  Thank you to everyone for your efforts!      
 
Parents/students, all of your conversations at home are truly impacting the culture and progress here at 
SOAR.  We appreciate it and ask that you continue having these crucial conversations.  For example, 
this weekend, take the opportunity to discuss expectations for next week’s classes.  Will there be a 
final exam, a final project, or a final presentation?  What do students need to ensure they are 100% 
prepared?  Also, how will unscheduled time be utilized?     
 
Below you’ll find some snapshots from last weekend’s robotics competition, our biology and geometry 
classes, the Mock Trial team (A BIG thank you to Mr. Richardson for coming in to support the team!), 
the ACSA Oratory Contest (both Giselle and Noah competed — Noah will continue onto the next round 
in February — congratulations, Noah!  Mrs. Speaks and Judge LaMon do an excellent job as advisors 
of SOAR’s Speech Club), and this morning’s Coffee with the Stars (we appreciate everyone who came 
in early for the event...a BIG thank you to Mrs. Andrews and Mrs. Norman for making this happen).    
    
Wishing you all a productive weekend!  

                                                               ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 December 8, 2017  

Esther ‘Mina’ Maddox was a 
QuestBridge scholar who was 
matched with her dream school, 
Princeton University.  Mina 
graduated from Princeton this past 
spring (she was a 2013 graduate at 
both SOAR and AVC).  Currently, 
Mina lives and works in Lusaka, 
Zambia where she is in an associate 
position with Idlnsight working 
throughout the continent on social 
impact programs.  Keep SOARing! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Thank you to everyone for making Late Night Tutorials a success this semester!     AVC finals next week...are we ready? 

Principal’s Take  
ASB’s Late Night Tutorials were a great way to wrap up this week!  We had nearly 150 students take 
advantage of this opportunity.  This is a great SOAR tradition and we are so grateful to all of the won-
derful people who make it happen!  I want to send a special THANK YOU to Mrs. Stephanie Franklin 
and the wonderful ASB students she leads.  They work tirelessly to continually provide fun and mean-
ingful activities.  Tonight was a great example of this effort!    
 
And I must say, wow, what a difference a day makes…I felt the difference on campus once our seniors 
submitted their college applications (yesterday was the deadline).  The end of the semester can be 
stressful time for all.  I want to remind everyone to just BREATHE...take one task, one assignment, one 
test at a time...and PLAN.  I’d like to ask everyone, including families, to plan out the next two weeks of 
the semester and communicate those plans to everyone they may affect.  This step alone can alleviate 
and prevent a lot of undue stress.  
 
Below you’ll find photos in- and outside of the classroom...there was a lot of review and prepping this 
week.  You’ll also see our robotics team hard a work.  We hope to see many of you out at their compe-
tition tomorrow (see the bulletin for details).  Good luck I.C.E and Bot Squad!    
 
Wishing you all a very restful weekend! 

                                                               ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 December 1, 2017  

Gladis Xiloj is a 2013 SOAR 
graduate; she received her AA from 
AVC that same year.  Gladis has 
since graduated from Stanford 
University where she majored in 
East Asian Studies.  She received 
the Korean Government Scholarship 
Program award which will fund her 
graduate school.  Once Gladis 
finishes her first year in Korea, she’ll 
begin a Masters in International 
Development and Cooperation at 
Korea University, a prestigious 
South Korean university.  So proud!  

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Thanksgiving Break for SOAR classes —11/20-24/2017                   Thanksgiving Break for AVC classes — 11/23-25/2017                   

Principal’s Take  
 
We had some great activities going on this week prior to the Thanksgiving Break (please don’t forget 
that we do not have SOAR classes next week.  AVC still has classes next Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday): 1) Key Club’s Fall Rally at Magic Mountain, plus the monthly Kiwanis’ breakfast meeting. 
2) SOAR Food Drive 2017 — thank you to all who contributed!! 3) Elementary and middle school visits 
— SOAR students and staff always do such an excellent job of making our guests feel welcome.        
4) Next Generation Science Standards district walkthroughs — we’re having fun with science here at 
SOAR. 5) ACSA’s Every Student Succeeding recognition event at Cal Poly Pomona — congratulations 
Mariah Amaya! 6) Concordia University presentation. 7) Not In Our Town (NIOT) had students take a 
pledge against bullying. 8) Student presentation to the Antelope Valley Union High School District’s 
board and cabinet — our ICC representatives did an excellent job representing SOAR!  Thank you to 
all of the other SOAR students who came out to support! 8) And, the SOAR Ambassadors put on    
Cocoa and Convo for the SOAR mentees in the AVC Café during lunch today.  It was a great turn-
out...hopefully there were some motivating conversations taking place.   
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all...I hope this is truly a break for everyone.  We need students back on the 
27th of November ready to wrap up this first semester.  It’s going to fly, so please be prepared!  See 
the bulletin for Study Jam and Late Night Tutorial details — it helps!   

                                                               ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 November 17, 2017  

Savannah (Smith) Vick graduated 
from SOAR in 2012.  She is currently 
completing her final semester of an 
undergraduate program at California 
State University, Sacramento where 
she’s majoring in Forensic Biology.  
Upon graduation, she'll be moving to 
Germany for the next four years with 
her husband who is serving in the 
US Air Force.  Her goal is to gain 
laboratory experience while in 
Germany and attain a job in a crime 
lab once she returns to the states.  
Viel Glück, Savannah!       

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Thanksgiving Break for SOAR classes —11/20-24/2017                   Thanksgiving Break for AVC classes — 11/23-25/2017                   

Principal’s Take  
 
We packed a lot into this short week here at SOAR: a UC Davis visit, the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) Caravan visit to AVC, Mr. Harrell’s (WASC Chairman) visit, preparation for 
a food drive to contribute to AVC’s Hearts and Hands Pantry, and announcement of our staff member 
of the month — Congratulations to Mrs. Rachel Thibault!! We’re so proud of your leadership, dedica-
tion, and inspiration — did anyone see the front page of the AV Press on Saturday?  Awesome!   
 
I also had the pleasure of visiting Lancaster High School to take a look at their Science Department.  
As most of you may know the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are being embraced 
across our district and around the state.  Schools in our district are looking to share with one another 
in order to make science curriculum and instruction the best for our Antelope Valley community.  I was 
delighted when I popped by a couple of our science classes upon my return to see various forms of 
assessment that were very untraditional and very NGSS — I saw collaboration, critical thinking, com-
munication, creativity, investigation, and good use of resources.  SOAR will host one of these district 
visits next Tuesday.  It should be a great time to learn from others observations of our own practices 
and share what we do well here at SOAR with others.    
 
Thank you to all of the veterans out there...we sincerely appreciate your service to our country!  
Again, in light of Veterans’ Day, there will be no school on Friday, November 10th.   
 
Wishing you all a wonderful long weekend!                                                                                                       

                ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 November 9, 2017  

Mark Halim is a 2011 graduate of 
SOAR High School and since has 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology from the 
University of California, Riverside.  
Mark is currently completing his 
Doctor of Medicine degree through 
the UC Riverside School of 
Medicine.  He plans on becoming 
involved in clinical research as an 
internal medicine physician in the 
near future.  We’re so proud, soon 
to be Dr. Halim!!  Keep SOARing!     

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Mr. Harrell, our WASC visiting committee chairman, will be here to visit on Wednesday...please welcome him! 

Principal’s Take  
Halloween, as well as a variety of other announcements and activities, brought a lot of excitement to 
campus this week:   

 Journalism put on a great haunted house this year!  We look forward to their upcoming publica-
tion of the SOARce...keep your eyes out in the next coming weeks.      

 SOAR’s InvenTeam was awarded $10,000 through the Lemelson-MIT Program — they are one 
of fifteen schools in the nation and one of three selected in California.  We are beyond proud of 
the leadership and dedication of all involved!  We can’t wait to see how their invention develops 
over the year.  Follow their progress at shsinventeam.wordpress.com     

 Students registered for AVC intersession and spring classes — things went rather smoothly this 
year — thank you to those of you who stepped in to help where needed on Thursday afternoon.   

 A large group of students from the Anatomy and Physiology classes traveled down to the       
University of Southern California (USC).  We coupled this college visit with entrance to the CA    
Science Center to see the BodyWorks exhibit.  What an opportunity!     

 Star students were also recognized for positive behavior in the classrooms, common areas,  
community, and connected online over the past month.  Students who were caught,  were given 
a ticket for a hot chocolate on 10/31.  Congratulations to Pablo, Adam, Valeria, Anthony, Monica, 
Dennis, Genessee, Sarah, Ben, Matt, Justice, Mathias, Cesar, Major, Simone, Craig, Anabella, 
Valerie, Sam, Daniel, and Nick...and to anyone else I may have missed!  Keep up the good work!     

 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!                                                                                                            

                ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 November 3, 2017  

Allison Robison graduated from 
SOAR in 2013; she received her 
AA from AVC that same year.  
Currently, Allison attends the 
University of North Texas where 
she is pursuing a BA in Media 
Arts.  She plans to work on 
sound and editing for movies at 
Pixar, DreamWorks, or Disney in 
the future.  We wish her all the 
best as she pursues her 
dreams...keep SOARing, Allison!      

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Please mark your calendars for AVC registration — Thursday, November 2, 2017 at 3pm! Fees are due that same day! 

Principal’s Take  
We had quite a week here at SOAR!  With it being spirit week, there were fun dress up days and  
activities for students.  Some of the pictures you’ll see below include the following:  

 Key Club’s monthly airpark clean up 
 Salute to Youth fieldtrip (students learned about jobs across several industries) 
 Unity Day table (students from ‘Not in Our Town’ promoted anti-bullying) 
 SOAR Mentor/Mentee Cookie Deco (thank you to everyone who attended!)  
 A former SOAR student visit — thank you Josh Mendoza for staying involved!  
 Brandon Leggins proudly showing his award from a recent essay contest (read more about this 

and others who had some big moments in the new featured section of the scholarship information 
page on Monday) 

 
Needless to say, it’s never a dull moment here at SOAR High School...our students are hardworking 
and active both in- and outside of the classroom.   
 
Students/parents—please take a minute to speak with each other regarding the SOAR experience.  
Chat candidly about progress towards goals and what supports are needed to be successful in 
achieving those goals.  If we can help or support you in any way, please reach out.     
 
Wishing you all a restful weekend!                                                                                                            

                ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 October 27, 2017  

Skyler Suchovsky is a 2013 SOAR 
graduate; he also received an AA in 
Arts and Humanities from AVC that 
same year.  Since then, he’s 
graduated with a BS in 
Neurobiology, Physiology, and 
Behavior from the University of 
California, Davis.  Skyler is currently 
pursing a doctorate in Pharmacy 
from Pacific University in Oregon.  
He plans to pursue a career similar 
to those of Doctors Without Borders 
in emergency pharmacy, nuclear 
pharmacy, and pharmaceutical 
research.  We’re so proud...keep 
SOARing, Skyler!      

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Sophomore/Junior Family Workshop—please mark your calendars for Saturday (10/21) from 9-12:30pm!   

Principal’s Take  
SOAR students and staff were hard at work this week! I observed high levels of student engage-
ment...lots of communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity at work.  Mrs. Speaks was 
out in classes presenting on the upcoming AVC registration (November) and AVC Student Education 
Plans (SEPs) — don’t forget about tomorrow’s (10/21) Sophomore/Junior parent workshop starting at 
9am in S-1.  Students are welcome to attend with their parent(s).  

Everyone on campus Thursday morning participated in the Great Shake Out drill.  This is an annual  
opportunity for students and staff to review earthquake and evacuation procedures.  Thank you to 
everyone who participated, especially the LA Sherriff's Department at AVC...everyone did a great job!    

UC Berkeley reps were on campus this week.  We had a full session of Stars eager to hear about the 
university and upcoming opportunities to visit.  If you have more questions, please see Mrs. Chainey.        

Lastly, parents/staff, please complete the CHKS sent earlier this week.  Students/staff, please wear 
blue on Monday’s in October to support bullying prevention and orange on Wednesday (10/25) in 
support of Unity Day (see next week’s bulletin for more information).  

Wishing you all a great weekend!                                                                                                             

                    ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 October 20, 2017  

Raquel Rodriguez is a 2016 SOAR 
graduate.  She received two AAs 
from AVC while attending the 
program.  One is in Arts and 
Humanities and the other in Social 
and Behavioral Sciences.  She 
currently attends California State 
University, Long Beach where she is  
majoring in Communication Studies 
and minoring in Event Planning 
Management.  In addition to school, 
Raquel works as a director for the 
Residence Hall Association where 
she advocates for those living in 
residence halls. Way to go, Star!  
Keep SOARing!    

SOAR Vision 
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self-advocates who solve 
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STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Sophomore/Junior Family Workshop—please mark your calendars for Saturday (10/21) from 9-12:30pm!   

Principal’s Take  
Thank you to everyone for taking advantage of the opportunity we have been given by our district to 
take the PSAT on a large scale. This is the third year that the Antelope Valley Union High School Dis-
trict (AVUHSD) has covered costs for all 10th and 11th graders and the first time for all 9th graders.  
New as of this year, the AVUHSD will also cover costs for our 11th graders for the SAT in March.  
Studies indicate a significant increase in performance on college readiness exams when students are 
exposed to the exam multiple times.  Again, once the results are released, we’ll reassess which areas 
of growth need to be addressed and continue working towards improving in those areas.  These re-
sults correlate very closely with the Smarter Balances Assessments (SBAs) which all students take in 
the spring of their junior year. 

Beyond PSATs, there were planned activities for our seniors, students engaged in Socratic Seminars 
and labs, many club activities (see the Music and Key Club below), students who took advantage of 
AVC’s resource fair...AND the announcement of the September Staff Member of the Month.  Congrat-
ulations, Mr. Simpson!!  Mr. Simpson is an excellent teacher and contributor on campus.  He has also 
done a wonderful job in supporting the Sports Club as their advisor.  We thank him for all of his contri-
butions and appreciate that he continually keeps student wellness a top priority.     

Please look for CA Healthy Kids Survey information on Monday with the bulletin.  We need all of our 
stakeholders to participate.     

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!                                                                                                            

           ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 October 13, 2017  

Sohn Cook is a 2012 SOAR 
graduate; he received an AA in 
Liberal Arts and Sciences from AVC 
as well.  Sohn has since graduated 
from California State University, 
Long Beach (CSULB) with a BA and 
MA in English, Rhetoric, and 
Composition.  Additionally, he 
obtained a certificate in Technical 
and Professional Writing.  Sohn 
currently works as a Proposal 
Coordinator for PacRim Engineering 
in Santa Ana, CA and volunteers as a 
grant writer coordinator for 
Engineers for a Sustainable World.  
What a contribution...SOAR on! 

SOAR Vision 
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STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

PSAT administration this upcoming Wednesday, October 11th!  See your email for more information. 

Principal’s Take  
It’s hard to believe that our first quarter ended today.  I’m so proud of the contribution our students 
and staff have made during the start of this school year.  I’m also very  appreciative to the wonderful 
families that make up SOAR’s community.  In fact, we had a wonderful group of freshman/sophomore 
families who completed Parent  University on Tuesday evening (see the photo below).  Thank you to 
our group of parents who participated in the panel discussion also...we could not do it without you!   

We had parent, student, and staff support at our first quarter Coffee with the Stars.  There, we were 
able to update stakeholders on ongoing efforts and improvements at our school.  Thank you, Mrs. 
Norman, for providing us with some proficiency data.  We appreciate those of you who participated!   

In the classes, I observed a lot of assessments this week, as well as role playing activities, collabora-
tive group work, and some excellent work on growth mindsets.  Beyond the classroom, students took   
advantage of Healthy Mondays in AVC’s Student Lounge, Not in Our Town Ambassadors supported 
World Day of Bullying Prevention by wearing blue shirts (continue to support bullying prevention by 
wearing a blue shirt every Monday this month—see photo below), and a large group of our students 
gathered information on Cal Poly Pomona during their visit today (see the photo in the bottom left 
corner).    

Wishing everyone a restful weekend!                                                                                                                        

           ~  Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 October 6, 2017  

Joshua Mendoza is a 2011 SOAR 
graduate; he received his AA in 
Liberal Arts and Sciences with an 
emphasis in math and science from 
AVC that same year.  Joshua SOARed 
onto Stanford University where he 
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Product Design Engineering.  He is 
currently a mechanical engineer for 
Microsoft HoloLens and is also the 
founder, CEO, and Executive Director 
of Destined for X.  We are so proud of 
Joshua and just delighted at the 
amount he gives back to his 
community. SOAR on, Josh!  

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
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unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
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their communities.   





STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Don’t miss College Information Night this Monday from 4:30—8pm at the AV Fairgrounds!  

Principal’s Take  
As always, there was a lot going on at SOAR, especially with college visits, a campus    
closure, and the big homecoming dance this week.  Lots of excitement!   

The Senior Class and their advisors have been working very hard to put on the best home-
coming dance ever!  We anticipate quite a few students...the line for tickets today extended 
outside of our gates.  It’s going to be fun!   

Parent University was a success this past Tuesday.  AVC’s psychologist, Tamira Palmetto 
Despain, presented on the important topic of student wellness (there’s a photo of her on the 
top right of the collage).   

I have been so impressed with this year’s Sports Club.  Michael Tauvar is doing an excel-
lent job of leading the club.  As you can see below, they played volleyball this week.  I love 
to see this club promoting and supporting student wellness on our campus...great job! 

Lastly, I wanted to say one more thank you to everyone for all of the birthday wishes on 
Thursday.  I truly felt the love, thank you!  

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend! 

                                                       ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 September 22, 2017  

Ashley Williams is a 2011 SOAR 
graduate who also received her 
AA from AVC.  She since has 
graduated from California State 
University, Northridge (CSUN) 
with a BA in Sociology.  Ashley is 
currently enrolled at Brandman 
University where she is pursuing 
a Master’s in Organizational 
Leadership.  She is also a 
substitute teacher with her eyes 
set on becoming an elementary 
school teacher and working with 
homeless and at-risk youth.    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the SOAR Ambassador’s Game and Chat! 

Principal’s Take  
Wow, what a week! We’ve had so much going on here at SOAR— here are a few of the ‘starlights’ 
from this week:   

 A visit from our Assistant Superintendent of Student Services, Ms. Shandelyn Williams                                                                         
(she’s in the middle of the photo collage hearing how Science Olympiad is taking shape). 

 The second Parent University of the year was also a success—thank you to everyone who at-
tended and presented.  Next week’s topic will be on student wellness.  We’ll see you then 
(Tuesday, September 19th at 6pm in SSV 151). 

 You can feel that things are warming up academically in classes.  I’ve observed many mini tutor-
ing/study sessions all over campus (you can see some of them in the photos below).  There is 
great instruction and some complex content being explored — I love to see students seeking help 
and supporting one another.  That’s the SOAR way!    

 SOAR Ambassadors hosted an event for their mentees, Game and Chat in the AVC Cafeteria.  
The place was packed and students were engaged in a ton of fun games — thank you Dr. Zim-
merman, Mrs. Speaks, and SOAR Ambassadors for such a successful event!   

Wishing all of you a restful weekend!                                                                                                                                                
                                                                  ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

 September 15, 2017  

Veronica Aguilar is a 2014 SOAR 
graduate.  She received two Associate  
Degrees while here at AV College.  One 
in Social and Behavioral Sciences and 
another in History.  Veronica attained her 
Bachelor's Degree from the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) in June 
of 2017 with plans to pursue a Master’s 
Degree and teaching credential from 
USC — I wonder who she’ll root for 
during football season.  In the meantime, 
Veronica is gaining experience at 
Westside Union School District as an 
instructional assistant and a tutor for 
foster youth.  We’re so proud of the 
contributions she is making for her 
community!  Go Stars! 

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Congratulations to Mrs. Speaks for being our August Staff Member of the Month! 

Principal’s Take  
Although this was a short week, we had many things going on around here...I would say in true  
SOAR fashion:  

 A visit from our Superintendent, Dr. David J. Vierra                                                                       
(he’s on the right in the top center photo with Mrs. Campos’ Forensic Biology class) 

 Announcement of our August Staff Member of the Month...congratulations, Mrs. Speaks! 

 Our first Parent University of the year—thank you to everyone who attended!                                      
We’ll see you at our next session on Tuesday, September 12th at 6pm in SSV 151. 

 Progress reports were distributed in AVID...parents and students, please make some special time 
to share this information and have a discussion about current academic progress.   

 Lots of learning, collaboration, play, and fun...altogether a wonderful week! 

Enjoy the weekend...see you back on Monday!        ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 

 September 8, 2017  

Amir Mir is a 2011 SOAR graduate.  He 
received a Bachelor of Arts from 
California State University, Northridge 
in Cinema and Television Arts.  He is 
currently completing his post-
baccalaureate pre-med certification 
from University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA).  Amir plans to attend 
pharmacy school upon completion of 
his coursework.  When we asked for 
advice or tips for our current 
students, Amir suggested that 
students keep their goal in mind and 
not rush to get there.  He encourages 
students to focus on each step of 
their path and enjoy every minute...he 
reiterated, “you’ll always be where 
you are, not where you are going.”  
Thank you Amir for visiting and 
encouraging our SOAR students.                
Go STARS!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Freshman and Sophomore families, please don’t miss SOAR’s Parent University! 

Principal’s Take  
Wow it was hot out there this week!  Thank you to everyone for staying safe with these extreme 
conditions.  Our current heat advisory has been extended through Sunday, September 3rd.  

We had a lot of exciting things take place this week at SOAR.  One being the conversation I had 
with our Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) Chairman, Mr. Mark Harrell.  In 
case you have not heard, SOAR High School is up for a full self-study and coordinating visit this 
school year for accreditation.  SOAR staff, students, and parents will work together in order to com-
plete the self-study report, refine the school-wide action plan, and prepare for the WASC visit which 
will take place in April of 2018.  I was able to share my conversation with the staff on Wednesday 
and just reiterate what Mr. Harrell and I spoke about  — that this would be an opportunity for SOAR 
to highlight and celebrate all of the wonderful things we have done or are doing, as well as reflect 
on how to improve student achievement moving forward.  It’s going to be great! 

I always love being in the classroom...we had a lot of fun learning activities going on that I thought 
I’d share.  There are also snapshots of our Game and Key Clubs.  Key Club members attended the 
annual duck tagging party which took place yesterday.  Tonight is the big race...wishing them lots 
of luck as they kick off the three-day weekend!  Enjoy everyone...see you Tuesday.     
                       ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

 

 September 1, 2017  

Brianna Roa is a 2010 SOAR graduate.  
She received her Associate’s Degree 
the same year from Antelope Valley 
College.  Though Brianna began her 
college career as a Micro Biology 
major,  she later switched to English 
and minored in Psychology 
graduating from Cal State University, 
Northridge.  Currently, Brianna is a 
full time roving substitute teacher at 
Knight High School, plus she teaches 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
at the AVUHSD Adult School and 
Migrant Education Program.  Brianna 
is very close to finishing her multi-
subject credential from Cal State 
University, Bakersfield and looks 
forward to continuing to serve English 
Learners upon completion.                
Go STARS!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Congratulations on your tremendous honor, Dr. Uhazy!  

Principal’s Take  
Recently, AVC announced that our very own SOAR College Liaison, Dr. Les Uhazy, would have 
the AVC Health and Science Building named in his honor.  AVC staff arranged for several mem-
bers of his family, even some from Canada, to be present for the special announcement.  See the 
photo below and please make sure to congratulate Dr. Uhazy the next time you see him on this 
well-deserved honor.    

Like many others, SOAR students and staff enjoyed being able to observe the solar eclipse that 
occurred on Monday.  Thank you to the Barrera family for sharing all of your eclipse resources, 
most especially the special eyewear, with our school.  It was a fun, educational, and memorable 
day for all.    

I heard and saw a lot of great things pertaining to college classes and activities this week.  Parents, 
please ask your student to share course outlines with you...students, please show your parents 
your course outlines for college. We highly encourage students and parents to engage in rich     
conversations about student courses and progress.  This truly impacts student success!   

It’s going to be extremely hot next week...students should come prepared with extra water, sun-
screen, hats, and sunglasses.  We want to keep everyone safe and well hydrated!                                                                                                     

               ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                  August 25, 2017  

Cesar Trujillo is a SOAR Class of 2014 
alumnus.  He graduated from AVC 
with two associates degrees, one in 
Arts and Humanities and the other in 
Math and Science that same year.  
Cesar is a student at Columbia 
University in the City of New York, 
though he’ll spend the next year as an 
intern at Tesla Inc. in Hawthorne, CA.  
After completing his internship, he 
will travel back to New York to 
complete his undergraduate degree, 
majoring in Mechanical Engineering 
and minoring in Architecture.  Cesar’s 
dream is the start his own design 
consulting and strategy firm so he 
can help startup companies take their 
vision to reality.  Cesar graciously 
comes back to visit us at SOAR and 
always provides students and staff 
with wonderful insight.  Go STARS!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

AVC classes begin Monday, August 21st.  Early is on time...there will be a lot of traffic!  

Principal’s Take  
This was another great week at SOAR with lots of activities going on: SOAR  Ambassa-
dor training, Mentor/Mentee Ice Cream Social, ASB/Club Parliamentary training, AVC 
Umoja, Senior Sunrise, and Sports Club’s lunchtime games (to mention a few).   

AVC classes begin on Monday, August 21st.  Dr. Zimmerman wanted me to reiterate the 
importance of being early on the first few days of college classes (this is to avoid being 
dropped).  This also means that the parking lots will have a lot more vehicles.  We ask 
that all SOAR students and parents adhere to  traffic laws.  Please remember that the 
blue striped loading zone is for quick drop off and pick up.  There is no parking or waiting 
in the loading zone or fire lanes.  Additionally, please do not pick up or drop off at stop 
signs; this can be very dangerous.  We ask that you are cautious and courteous.        
Safety first! 

There is also a solar eclipse occurring this upcoming Monday.  We ask that all students 
take a high level of precaution and insure the use of proper eyewear if viewing the 
eclipse.  For more information visit the following: https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/
nasa-recommends-safety-tips-to-view-the-august-solar-eclipse    

Remember, the rigor intensifies on Monday with college beginning.  Please be ready. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend! ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

                  August 18, 2017  

Camerin Thompson is a 2015 SOAR 
and AVC graduate.  While at SOAR 
he held several leadership 
positions including Junior and 
Senior Class President, VPAC 
President, and SOAR Ambassador.  
Camerin graduated from UC 
Berkeley in 2017.  He majored in 
Media Studies and minored in both 
Performance Studies and 
Entertainment Business.  Our 
SOAR Star currently works for 
Salesforce, the #1 CRM company in 
the world (so he tells us) in 
Portland, OR.  Camerin has plans to 
pursue an MBA in Entertainment 
Business and looks forward to 
working in corporate entertainment 
in the future.  Go STARS!    

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   



STARLIGHTS 

Alumni Spotlight 

Thank you to everyone for supporting SOAR’s Back to School Night/Family BBQ!              

Principal’s Take  
 
This was a great opening week for us here at SOAR.  SOAR staff and faculty 
were back to business, reviewing new elements of our student handbook and 
discussing campus/classroom norms and expectations (please see the student 
handbook at soarhighschool.org).  We were happy to welcome to our staff two 
new teachers, Ms. Jenny Agnew and Dr. Lisa Rubin, as well as the new students 
on campus from the Classes of 2020 and 2021. SOAR’s Back to School Night/
Family BBQ was well attended and gave students and families the opportunity to 
do a lot of mixing and mingling.  SOAR ASB and clubs were out in full effect 
seeking members, while SOAR Ambassadors welcomed all of our new students 
and families.  It was great for our staff to get to know and see so many SOAR 
families.  Needless to say, we’ve started the year with a lot of great energy which 
makes me believe that it’s going to be a great year!                                                                                                                                     

                                                             ~Dr. Stephanie Herrera, SOAR Principal                        

 

                  August 11, 2017  

Joseph Vallin is 
a 2011 SOAR 
graduate.  He 
has an AA in 
Music from AVC, 
a BA in 
Philosophy from 
Biola University, 
and is currently 
completing a MA 
in Teaching at 
USC while 
completing his 
student teaching 
right here at 
SOAR with Mrs. 
Franklin.      

                   
Karina Mellon 
Powers is a 
2013 SOAR 
graduate.  She 
is currently 
attending 
Southern New 
Hampshire’s 
online program 
and will receive 
a BS in 
Mathematics in 
2018. Karina is 
currently an 
AVID tutor at 
SOAR and plans 
on becoming a 
teacher.      

SOAR Vision 

SOAR Stars are             
life-long learners and 
self-advocates who solve 
the most pressing      
challenges through an        
unwavering pursuit of 
knowledge, innovation, 
and collaboration,       
becoming engaged and 
productive leaders in 
their communities.   
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